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Mr. Ty Byron DLally,
242 wychwood Avenue, i
Toronto, Onterio, Cenada. e

Dear Byron:

If I was as mean @s you, I wouldn't £ell you about the catastrophe which
descended upon our fair city at 11340 P.¥, April 19th. ‘ ; Vel

' I had been lying on the davenport resding and had fallen asleep, and
Merian sat scross the room listening to the radic and sewing when a ter-
rifis crash was heard, She immedlately awakened me and told me that
something terrible must have happened because our house shook vidlently
and the bridge lamp under which she had been working very nearly tipped

- overs She went down to the foot of ths staira and shouted back thet

 there were people running down Ward Street. I dldn't become too excited
becauss from her description I thought the Gotter house, which hss been
‘full of a mysterious gas for quite some time, had blown up., Howsver,
I started in the direction of Ward Street, scantily elad, and soon
heard someone shout that there had been & train wpeck, Haturally, from
where our house 1s located, it only took me five minutes to get there,
and I nevar'higad to see such = horrible scene a& grested my eyes as

1 broke over the top of the embankment adjmcent to the first bridge

of the Dolgeville railroad which crosses old Route 5., There was a
tangled mass of wreckage, hissing steem, screems and cries of the in-
Sured and dying, with practically tetal darkness, You see, when the
train left the track, it completely demolished all of the telephone and
1ight wires, and the wirss which wers hanging were striking violent -
arcs as they dragped across the steel ccachss, The firemen was thrown

- glear of the wreckage and lay juet this side of the Dolgeville rallrcad

—..bridee in the middle of the pavemsnt om o0ld Route 5. Ons of the fellows

whe was running along side of me stepped on him., He wes prectically -
covered with debris, but his head, one shoulder snd one are were expcsed,
The orash must have been terrific to threw him that distance, The engine
which had been headed west, was pointing toward the hospital, and the ten-
der snd two coaches were over in the roadway, The other coaches and
Pgil?aﬁa had piled dp In bveek of the engine and were a twisted maas of
atesli, :

Trooparﬁ from the Bast Herkimer sah#ﬁatiﬁn'arﬁivtd within s few minutes,
Being fery well acquainted with Corporal Dorn, I shouted, "For Christ's
seke, why don't you get some acetylene torches and get these people out®®,
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and he snswered, ®We have sent to Ulica for them". I replied, "Why in
hell dia jou send to Utica? There gre plenty of units in the sity", and
he sald, "If you know where they are, get them."” I spied Charlie Nellls
and called to him o learn 1f he hadMs car. He sald he did, end we
ran to 1%, climbed in, and started for the plent. The seme thought must
have gone through the minds of other people becauss as we drove around
the Orenge Store corner, there were two fellews walting at the factory
entrance doorway. We summonsd the night watchman, and while the welders
were colleeting the units, the watelmwan and I ran downstalrs to get the
company truck, He opened the dooy apd I drove the truck out of th John
8t, ramp and around to the Albany 8t. loading platform wheres the follows
had the welding unlts on the two vheel trusks snd were walbting. Ve
loaded the heavy unite on the truck and started up Albany Street. George
 Roedel took the wheel and I stood on the running board of Charlie Nellis'
car waving a flashlight because with the mumber of private cars, taxis,
and ambulsnces sereseming back and forth with the injured, we otherwlse
would not have gotten through. They allowed us, however, to drive within
a few feet of the derailed engine, In other words, we parked just a ;
ghort distance from the dead fireman, who was still in the road, wheeled
the outfit down to the wreck, and rah our torch up the side of the engine
and into the cab where we proceeded %o cubt Engineer Earl loose, Imme-
dlately it was apparent that something was needed to protect the people
who wers being extricated, so I grabbed a fellow with a red eross on his
arm, wvho happened to be Dick Rasch, end we pushed back to the plant to-
yther with Harold Perguson and plcked up a roll of asbestos paper. After
earing enough of this paper to protect the ineer, and while the rest _
~ of the fellows were working on s two other fellows and I erawled through
one of the Pullmen ears, which was ozar on lw£$%§;%§R§%%§;5~s*m4;;&&&,,_,
8, and o

> ich was ozér on itas sl RdW, 3
 in complete darkness except for small hand flashl over great
obstaclen,-berths and sides of seats, we succeeded in removing three
women, These three women were dead, however, but it was so dark and
everyone was so completely excited that it wasn't until an hour or so lat-
er that we begen to examine the people before moving them, By examining
them, I mean we would feel for a heaprtbeat or pulse, and if we detected
none, we would lay them aside and go on to the next one. Im this way,

we believeuthat several who were still alive were taken out that weuld
have been neglected otherwise. '

It is impossible for me to relate everything thai happened as it would
bske & half a day, but the train master finally sent us down on %the

other side of the wreck to the car which was immedistely under the engine's
wheels, and by breaking the glass out of one of the windows (this car was
also on its side), we lowered oursslves through and groped arcund in the

. Gimly 14% interior and found 6 more bodles. -

In going through one car, the fellow shead of me opensd a compartment dooe ..
~ and there sat an elderly gﬂnﬁ, fully olothed, erect in his seat, without
g mark on him, He was, of course, quite dead. Golng through one of the
Pullmens, I noticed a man in an upper berth in his pajamas, and he had
been split right straight through his body to his shoulder blades. The wom-
g“tgg\thaggﬁfth below was hopribly mangled and had her left leg severed
a groven.

All of this time, of course, there were hundreds of other people doing all .
they could to assist in any way possible. The power compeny men arrived
on the scens and erected floodlights as quickly as possible. The telephone
men dropped emergency lines tc imstruments placed along the rocks. Feople
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in the immediate vicinity toock the inju d fnto their homes, Dot
nuwusai.aaﬂ ambulances were summoned from all surroundl

elties, sxeapt

Dolgevilie, and drug stores remained open all night and {shed every-
thing aakaﬁ for in the way of medica. supplies, ‘H%‘génainu#aﬂﬁﬁﬁtiag%y

people from the wreckage until our arygen supply was exheusted, which
oecurred at 10 minutes to 5 Saturday morning, I asked the wrecking
master if he wanted us to get additional oxygen, and he replied that 1%
was of 1little use because the people who could not be taken out had ale
ready died and the ones on whom we wore working eould not be removed
until the car was pulled apart. . ‘ : : v Sl L

Neturslly, the whole town has been desply shocked by this tragedy end it
1s certainly very hard to get back in the harness and concentrate on bus«
iness or our normal duties. _ S

Over Sunday a conservative estimate was made of the number of sutomoblles
which arrived in town, and the estimebe wes placed at 200,000. The oity

wae practically devoid of food., Hotéls and restaurants had finally gotten
to the point where & hot dog was equivalent to a 7 course dinner., The
night of the wrech, coffee was at s premium. It didn't seem as if enoush
could be brewed to handle the situation., There were many heroes, of course,
but in the main the credit, if one osn use that term, is certainly due to
 the towmspeople themselves and especially the hospltal, doctors and nurses.
Drs Ashley told me that not one case which hed been admitted to the hospl-
tal had been lost. It seemed that everyone had something to do, and irre-
gﬂ§§1§$;0§r their own desires, they performed thelr duties wonderfully
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end also taxis carrying injured people. Other men handled steam gal
eans of hot coffee which in 1tself wes a presarious position in which %o
be, ¢limbing over the wreckege with secalding coffee metal containers,
There were housewives in the immediate naighborhood right down in the en-
tire mass with towsls and buckets of water, doing what they could to ease
the suffering. The dootors and nurses, of course, performed their duties,
the telephone men stuek to their job, the flremen to theirs, the fellows
with acetylene torches %o theirs, and the rest of us went through the
‘wreckage in pitch darkness hauling out the dead and dying,

There ape many other pitiful scenes which I have not related, but I believe
what I have already told you will give g graphic pieture of the worst ca-
tastrophs we in Little Falls ever hoped $0 witness. .

Some other fellows in the plant whe worked 1iké Trojans were George Roedel,
_ Bob Duesler, Harold Ferguson, Tom Scatchsrd, and Charlie Nellis. There

were meny cothevs, &f courss, but the confusion was so grest, 1t was hard
to tell one from another, espesislly after our faces beceme blaskened ~
with soot and our hands and clothing saturated with blood.

1 will write further concerning this disaster later,

ample, some men remsined at the street intersectlions snd #1??‘

Cordially,

Leé
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