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The case for a Mohawk Valley Patriots Day
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LETTLE FALLS Presidents
Dy in Ft_'!l‘mlilr_l.'., Memorial I_:lil:l.' i
May, Independence Day in July
and Veterans Day in Novembser are
four American holidays paying
unigue tribute bo democracy, free
dom and Liberty. These are all na-
tional holidays, and well they should
[0

A unicuely Mew England region-
al holiday is celebrated each vear on
the thard M-:-hl].‘n.;'. i11_-'l._|_'-1-_|. Thiz hiod-
iday is Patriots Day and it enm-
memarates the April 19, 1775, be-
ginning of the Revolutionary War
when Amencan Minute Men and
British troops skirmished a8 Leing-
ton and Coneord.

Perhaps we here in the Mohawk
Valley have similar rezsons to cele-
hrate our local ancestors” eritical
contributions to Americu’s sucoess
in our War for Independence,

Agvone who has attended Pain-
ots Dhay activities in Boston can
attest to the cmotions that are
raise]. Thiex ie;".'.ill_g; al the aambear
bagpipe-led provession as it snakes
its way through the streets of Boston
on its poute to pay proper triboate at
tEe _l,;,:r.l.'.-e‘---!ER.l:"‘i l_:-il_l!'..'\lln.ill? Var e
rocs with rifle salutes is indeed a
miwing expenence. Patriols Day
a'l.l‘-i-l'l iI:II.'EI IEIE"‘G Amn |1I'|'|.|.,:ﬂ'|' l:.-"'. re=cminict-
ments at key Boston Revelubionany
War landneark sites along its his-
tore red line, The minning of the
Boston Marathon and the Red Sax
home opener add to the celebrato-
|'.'. ITRCH Il;.l..

UChar lowal Revedntinqary War ern
patriots may have lacked the formal
cducation and national stage that
produced the oratorical elogquence
of New Ensland’s John Adsms and
Pennesvlvanin's Thomas Paine, or of
Virginia’s Thomas Jeferson amd
Patrick Henry, Bat, heroes and pa-
triots they were, our heroes and pa-
triots, Certainly we can safely liken
the courage of the Palatine Conumnit-
tee oof Safety in drafting its My 21,
1775 Dedarstion of independence-
like dorament to the July 4, 1776.

ision by our national Founding

o
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Fathers im issuing ouwr more fa-
mioas Declaration of Independence,
These were our local founding fa-
thers and they acted more than a
vear earlier than our national
Founding Fathers!

After signing his name to the
Deglaration of Independence, Ben-
Jamin Franklin stated, “We miist all
hang togrether, or assuredly we shall
all hang separatel:.” The same fate
would surely have awaited the Pala-
tine Committes of Safety sigmers il
Aneerica hiad not spereeded in gain-
ing independence from Englamd.
They were all trators alike i the
eves of English anthorities!

The whnle nation celebrates July

# a5 Independence Day, and this is
appropriate. A paridlel recognition
and celebration of the beginning of
the spirit of independence in the
Modawk Valley is here being called
o Presable dates for roncsideration
will be discussed near the end of this
article.

Agdlditional parallels betwesn k-
cal smd national Revolotionary War
era events and people wan nlso be
drawn wpon for greater regionl
recoenition. Onee the British mil-
itary evacuated Boston in March
1776, and soon after began the oc-
cupation of New York City, the
physical threat to MNew England
colonisis penerally vanished. The
plysical safety of Mohawk Valley
residents was threatened for a far
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greater length of time than other re-
giong of Colonial America, with
the possible exception of New York
City itself. The Walter Butler and
Juseph Brant led Tory and Indian
radcs i our area went on almost as
ng as the Revolutionary War itself,
aps the most notorioos of these
actions were the September 17,
1778, German Flatts Raid and the
MNovember 11, 1778, Cherry Valley
haszacre, Dwath and destruction
were a constant presence in l'l.'ﬂ,'rj-
at life. Ouir ancestors Inved on the
western frontier of The Revelution-
ary War. The threat to local safety
'rt-..!l|3. did st leseen wabl the Octo=
ber 30, 1781, death of Walter Hot-
ler om tlie banks of the West Cann-
da Creek. Some historians refer to
this encounter as the last hattle of
the Revolutionary War. The June
1782, Tory and Indian raid that de-
stroved the Little Falls gristmill
oocurred some eight months after
Commwalts had surrendered British
forces to George Washington at
Yorktown. Imcleed, death and de-
struction was pervasive in the Mo-
hawk Vallew for o long period dur-
ing our guest for independence,
[:lLLI'j:I'tNL thiz extended E:-l:'ril::t:]. (L]
Mohawk Valley patriot felt safe
from Tory reprisal. The “Sunshine
Patriot™ that Thomas Paine enn-
dlemned in his “The American Cri-
sis,” read to George Washington's
eleapusred E!I.l!ii!l:'ﬁﬂﬂ'l'.!ﬂg troops at

Valley Forge, would seem an appro-
priate reference. There were fow
“Sunshine Patriots™ remaining in
the Mohawk Valley during this
time. Incredible coursge was

ited by the individvuals and families
who took refuge at Fort Herkimer,
Fort Dayton and Fort Klock as the
war dragged on. Our ancestors
were killed, scalped and generally
brutalized for a longer peripd of
time than any other Americans
during the Revolution. Perhaps we
necd to better recognize and cele-
brate this courage and these contri-
butions. How better o educate
ourselves about our collective her-
itage and to pass this appreciation
along to our children than by hay-
i.n_g moee formal anmual rr:up"ﬂ;inn
of these frontier patriots?

It does mot requine a great leap of
imagination to compare Adam
Helmer's beroic run toowarmn the res-
idents of German Flatts of the ap-
proach of 450 Tores and Indinns
with Panl Feveres more famons
Midnight Ride warning the resi-
dents of Lexington and Coneord of
the approach of British forces.
Helmer saved dozens of Mohawk
Valley residents from brotal deaths.

Az we visit historic cemeteries at
Pt Hrﬂ;‘i,nrrr, {reneral Herkanser
Home, Yellow Church Road and
elsewhere, the emotional grasp of
hastoay is powerful. We need to re-
alize that as we stand before the
graves of Nicholas Herkimer and
Jaersh Elock and before the family
plots of the Bellingers and the
Snclls that we are, in actuality,
reaching for the legacies of our Jo-
cil founding fathers. Their names
were not Wishington, Jefferson or
Adams, but greater appreciation
amv celebration would seem 1o be in
arder.

Cur area already docs a great
joh of promoting aoch of our local
history. Each awtumn Fort
Herkimer holds its ving history
weekend and the General Micholas
Herkimer state historie site contin-

wes to be one of the finest Revalu-
tionary War sites in the state Adds-
tionally, the Herkimer County His-
torical Society does a fine job with
fits ing efforts in celebmting our
Revolutionary War era heritage.
This writing is suggesting more of
& forused effort on the annnal cel-
ehrativn of a New England-like
Patrots Day.

As a member of the Herkimer
County Historical Society, the Lit-
tle Falls Historical Society and the
Salisbury Historical Society, this
author would urge each of these or-
Eanizations to petition our connty
legslature to make this declaration.
Local communities and schools
cotild have greater reason for cele-
bration and appreciation for the
crucial role that our ancestors
played in the ooteome of the Rev-
olutionary War. This brings us
again o the question of an appro-
priate date for such an annual oh-
SCTVAICE.

The e h{imﬂ.t_l' in .ﬁ*u‘ﬂ wraikd
duplicate the already existing New
England holiday, but this date
would seem to be too carly in the
season for our area. A case can be
mdde for the thivd Saturday in May
a5 a ponnection o the earlier dis-
cussed May 21, 1775, action of the
Palatine Committer of Safety with
their declaration of independence
This date would seem to compli-
mmicxit thie bast Momday in May olser-
vance of Memonial Day in that cach
would recognize the service of pa-
tricks and velerans. Another date to
cnfsider would he the first Saturday
in Angust to forge a connection o
the crucial Angust 6, 1777, Battle of
Orriskany. This author would faoor
ithe Maw chobee g it conlbd serve to
be an early kickoff to the summer
seasnrn. Many area residents are
away on vacation in carly Angust,
perhaps making the later date less
attractive.

Boston in particular and New
England in general does a wonider=
ful job of prometing their regional

significance in our nation's foundd

ing. Saratoga also effectively pro-
miotes the critical Battle of Sarato-
g2 as part of its vacation destination
appeal. Is it not time for us to rival
these ranks by taking greater local
I:lri.:!l- i duar owm Hn‘n]ul'innnr:r
War legacy? Happy Patriots Diay?

Jeff Gressler is & lifelong Little
Falls resident and & retired histary
teacher from Clinton Central
School.

EDITORS NOTE: This is the
28rd in an ongoing series of artie|es
to draw attention to the 2011 hicen-
tennial of the City of Little Falls.
Sponsered by the Little Falls Histor-
ical Society, any individual or group
wishing to submit pieces of work for
cemsideration of publication as part
of the *Towards Our Bicentennial®
series should do so by contacting ci-
ther President Terry Tippin or Vice
President Lonie Banm at the Little
Falls Historical Society at 319 5.
Ann St., Little Falls, NY 153685,
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